
P.O. Box 9613 
Denver, CO 80209 

303-355-7985, President@ColoRail.org

November 16, 2016 

Jennifer Schaufele, Executive Director 
Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG) 
Attn: Metro Vision 2040 Planning Staff 
1290 Broadway #100, Denver, CO 80203 

Re: Metro Vision 2040 draft plan comments 

Dear Ms. Schaufele: 

Thank you for providing an opportunity to comment on the Metro Vision 2040 draft plan.  This plan is an 
important update and step toward preparing the Denver metro region for the population growth and 
related demands our citizens will face over the next 25 and more years.  These demands are laid out or 
implied in the plan including the rapid changes that technology development will bring to bear on the 
region.  Naturally, ColoRail’s primary interest falls within the Connected Multimodal Region (CMR) 
theme and outcomes but as indicated throughout the plan, this theme is deeply interrelated with the 
other themes in the plan.

In view of the huge issues facing the region, we find the draft plan misses an important transportation 
opportunity for the Denver Metro Region. This opportunity is a Front Range Passenger Rail system both 
serving and linking the Region with the other cities, Councils of Government, and Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations, from Fort Collins to the North and Pueblo to the south.  Eventually this system could 
extend into our neighboring states of Wyoming and New Mexico, and later yet, connect with Texas.  

Such a system will help the communities and civic organizations within the region achieve many of their 
goals.  For example, such a system will stimulate strong economic development while also helping to 
generate more predictable, compact and higher density developments in communities with stations 
along the route.  With the advent of driverless vehicles, which experts say will be maturing by 2040, and 
more robust bicycle and pedestrian access, these rail services will be well served with few first mile last 
mile connection issues.   Such a system will serve as an efficient spine for residents traveling to and from 
destinations all along the Front Range including Denver International Airport.  Furthermore, such a 
system would provide important mobility to the more elderly citizens we expect in Colorado by 2040. 

Costs for passenger rail service are now comparable if not more economical than roadways and often 
provide much more capacity.  This situation is being borne out by the large sums currently estimated for 
I-25 North and I-70 improvements in the Denver Metro region.  With participation of neighboring 
communities north south of the Denver Metro region and federal support, a Front Range Rail system 
could be brought in even with the fiscal constraints that often prevent leaders from properly considering 
the best transportation alternatives.
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In this regard, ColoRail would strongly recommend that either a new Regional Objective be added to the 
plan or Regional Objective 4 be modified in include recommending support for a Front Range Passenger 
Rail system to be developed and constructed as soon as practicable.  This objective would support Front 
Range Rail Corridor planning in cooperation with communities, RTD, freight railroads (which own rights 
of way that could be improved to entertain passenger rail services), as well as other possible operators 
including Amtrak and private concerns, the Southwest Chief Rail Line Commission (which is working on 
passenger service from La Junta to Pueblo and beyond), as well as COG, MPO and related organizations.  

ColoRail would be delighted to meet with the DRCOG planning staff on this matter.  We recently 
conducted a passenger rail planning seminar at Denver University which may provide some valuable 
insights to the DRCOG staff. 

Sincerely, 

James M. Souby, 
President 


