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• Tucson to 

Phoenix, 120-mile 

Corridor  

• I-10, only high 

capacity corridor 

in study area  

• Expected Growth 

• Travel Demands 



Purpose and Need Elements 

  



NEPA Tier 1 vs. Tier 2 

• Tier 1 (Programmatic) Study 

– Evaluates wide corridors at a program level, 

within which a new transportation facility could 

be located 

– Outcome: Select a corridor within which an 

alignment would be identified in Tier 2 studies 

• Tier 2 (Project specific) Study 

– Evaluates design concepts for specific 

alignments within the corridor, such as 80 feet for 

a typical double track alignment. 

 

 

 

 



Corridor 

Alternatives  



OUTREACH 25,449 Website Views 

20 Events and Festivals Attended 

8,750 ADOT Online Video Views 

6,675 Completed Comment Forms 

834 Emails Received 

31 Do-it-Yourself Kits Distributed 30 Newspaper Coverage/Stories 

8 Public Open Houses 

11 Formal Letters Received 

21 Television Coverage/Stories 

3,500 Information Booklets Distributed 

6 Radio Coverage/Stories 

9 Media Interviews Conducted 

25 Social Media Posts 



Recommended 

Alternative 
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Sample Project Phasing Options 

• Intercity Phase 

• Phoenix Metro Phase 

– Surprise Extension 

– Buckeye Extension 

• Tucson Metro Phase 



High-Level Capital Cost Estimate  

Includes: 

• ROW impact 

• Construction 

• Equipment  

• Facilities 

 

Phase Segment Segment Cost 

Phoenix Metro 

  Santan-Phoenix  $        1,540,000,000  

  Phoenix-Surprise  $            600,000,000 

  Phoenix-Buckeye  $            750,000,000  

Tucson Metro 

  Marana-Tucson  $            900,000,000  

  Tucson-TIA  $            306,000,000  

Intercity 

  Santan-Marana  $        1,500,000,000  

 
 

 



Next Steps  

• FRA Final Tier I EIS/Record of Decision –

Completed 2016 

• Service Development Plan –Completed 2016 

• Currently no funding/timeline for future Tier 2 

project level NEPA and engineering studies  
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